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Am I on? Okay. The programmatic requirements for the facilities with the Office of Defense 
Programs within NNSA. So they set the requirements, requirements set for the Laboratory and 
for the project. So the administrator of NNSA and the, ah, the, I forget the title, but the uh, the 
head of Office of Defense Programs. They set. So they are the individuals responsible for the 
mission set.  
 
[STEPHANIE HILLER] 
That’s what I thought. So in effect it’s the Lab that is, those people at NNSA that are influencing 
policy, um, decisions that may be made by the president, but they have significant input. Is that 
correct?  
 
[STEVE FONG] 
Absolutely. These are federal people at headquarters in Washington who work with a lot of the 
Congress and a lot of the other of our clients who receive our product, to figure out what is 
necessary for the nation.  
 
[STEPHANIE HILLER] 
Thank you.  
 
[STEVE FONG] 
Sure.  
 
[UNIDENTIFIED PERSON] 
Do we want to do Scott’s [Kovac] questions?  
 
[BRUCE MACALLISTER, FACILITATOR] 
Other questions?  
 
[UNIDENTIFIED PERSON] 
Well we had, Scott had about fourteen, I think and— 
 
[UNIDENTIFIED PERSON] 
Right. Four? Is it four questions?  
 
[BRUCE MACALLISTER, FACILITATOR] 
And so, we’re, we’re clear with the follow-ons, the direct follow-ons to the presentation? Ready 
to move into the questions that Scott [Kovac] raised? Okay.  
 
[RICHARD A. HOLMES] 
This is Rick. I’m gonna try to take a cut at this and Scott [Kovac] will tell me if we get too far off 
track.  
 
[RICHARD A. HOLMES] 
So, major sources of, of cost increases— And I’m not gonna necessarily bend these in, in 
numerical order, but I’m gonna try to articulate a couple of where the drivers come from. One is 
time. At CD-0, the nuke facility was to be done in 2012. And so the time spent waiting on 
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making decisions and, and continuing work is a manifestation of the, of the decision process, the 
pause for Complex Transformation, while things went on, and all those kind of things. Time is a 
big driver. And it manifests itself not just in the carrying costs, but because everything cost more 
the further you move out in time. So time is a pretty big component in that algorithm in terms of 
where cost comes from.   
 
[RICHARD A. HOLMES] 
Another source of cost in the job comes from implementation of the seismic requirements. And I 
think they are, they’re getting pretty close to zeroing in, the deviations that we get now from 
these reports as the come out is much, much smaller than it used to be. We’ve done the big jump 
in, in response from the building as the ten year update is. We’ve made the building stiffer, 
increased the amount of concrete inside of the building. Ah, we will, I’m probably gonna jump 
down to the bottom [of the questions on the flip chart] here, we will replace the soil underneath 
the building. It is easier and more certain in terms of an activity as opposed to testing a jet 
grouting process and proving to everybody that the jet grouting works and would be the subject 
of the next twenty-two of these meetings that we would have.  
 
[JONI ARENDS] 
How much soil are you gonna replace?  
 
[RICHARD A. HOLMES] 
Um, I think it’s on an order of magnitude of about 50 fifty feet. It’s 225,000 cubic yards. So we 
will put in, we’ll put in piers around the outer shell and then excavate out, and it goes down, it 
takes all that material away. So we go down to what is known to be stable, and I think it’s an 
additional fifty feet beyond where the basemat is. Tom’s [Whitacre] is nodding his head up and 
down, so I think I got that pretty close to right. So, if you take where the current road is, you 
bend by the site, that’s where the current excavation is, we’re gonna go another 75 or so feet 
below that, replace the material, build it up to where the basemat is, ten foot basemat, and then 
build the structure on top of that.  
 
[JONI ARENDS] 
Where is the 225,000 cubic yards of material gonna go? 
 
[RICHARD A. HOLMES] 
Some of that will become the cap for MDA-C. Some of that will support the cap down at Area 
G, depending upon, again, the quality of the fill and how much work it has to have. But there are 
plenty of users and needs to benefit the area from that material. So, those are the two places that 
have said, we needed, I think the timing’s gonna work pretty well for MDA-C once they come 
up with a plan. ‘Cause they don’t have a full-up plan yet, but they’ve gotta agree to. But some of 
it go there, and then, if not, if they are not ready for it, it probably all can be consumed down for 
cap at Area G.  
 
[UNIDENTIFIED PERSON] 
[Inaudible words] 
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